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Man son believes it probable that an analogous process occurs in the mos¬ 
quito’s stomach and that a similar organism is produced which is able to 
penetrate the stomach-walls. 

Recently Ross has made observations in Calcutta on the proteosoma, 
another parasite of birds. He conducted two series of experiments. He 
first fed gray mosquitoes on the blood of sparrows infected with the pro- 
tcosoma, and always in a few days found pigmented parasites in the stomach- 
wall. He then fed the mosquitoes on the blood of sparrows not infected, and 
in every instance the examination of the mosquito was negative. In the posi¬ 
tive cases he found the stomach-wall studded with numerous parasites which 
protruded into the general body cavity of the insect after six or seven days. 
To the organism at this stage he gave the name “ proteosoma coccidium.” 
Ross found in certain mosquitoes, particularly in those in which the protrud¬ 
ing proteosoma coccidia had ruptured, numerous spindle-shaped bodies scat¬ 
tered through the body cavity and tissues of the insect. He designated these 
bodies “ germinal rods.” He afterward definitely determined that these rods 
were derived from ruptured organisms, and were actually the progeny of the 
coccidia. He believes that these rods are distributed throughout the insect 
by way of its blood circulation. 

In dissecting the tissues of mosquitoes Ross discovered that the insect was 
provided with a peculiar veneno-salivary gland, one on either side of the 
head, and both emptying by a common duct into the proboscis. In the clear, 
plump cells of this glaud he found enormous numbers of the proteosoma 
germinal rods. Ross strongly suggested that it was in this salivary secretion 
that the parasite left the mosquito’s body. To test this point he allowed 
mosquitoes whose salivary glands he knew contained these germinal rods to 
bite Bparrows in whose blood microscopic examination had shown there w ere 
no proteosoma. After some days he was gratified to find that the sparrows’ 
blood contained innumerable parasites. 

This suggestive discovery Manson thinks has a very important bearing on 
the part the mosquito may play in the transmission of malaria in the human 
subject 


PAEDIATRICS. 


UNDER THE CHARGE OF 

LOUIS STARR, M.D., 

OF PHILADELPHIA. 

Assisted by 

Thompson S. Westcott, M.D., 

OF PHILADELPHIA. 


Goitre in a New-born Infant Cured by Thyroid Treatment of the Mother. 
—Mosse communicated to the Acad6mie de M6decine, April 12, 1898 
(Revue mensuelle des Maladies de VEnfance, Jane, 1898), the case of a weak, 
cachectic new-born infant presenting a marked bilobed goitre. The mother, 
herself goitrous, was in excellent health, but mentally weak. The treat- 
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ment of the mother consisted in the daily administration of one and one-half 
grammes of thyroid body. At the end of a month and a half her goitre 
had almost totally disappeared, and in the infant the cure was complete. A 
later course of treatment considerably improved the general condition of 
the baby. 

The Pupillary Keflex in Infectious Diseases.— Coste, of Marseilles ( Con - 
grls fran$ai* de Mtdecine interne, Aprii 12-16,1898), has found that the pupil¬ 
lary reflex remains normal in measles, variola, and scarlatina; it is more or 
less abolished in primary hemorrhagic variola. In typhoid fever, if a pul¬ 
monary complication arise, the reflex is diminished; in infectious endocar¬ 
ditis it may be completely paralyzed, and in cholera its absence is of fatal 
significance. 

The Bole of Secondary Infections in the Hemorrhagic Forms of Erup¬ 
tive Fevers.— Haushalter and Etienne ( Revue mensuelle dee ITaladies de 
VEnjance, June, 1898) have found that in variola hemorrhagic complications 
appear to be due to a secondary infection of the streptococcus. This organ¬ 
ism has been found in pure culture in the blood and viscera of a child dead 
of a hemorrhagic septicaemia appearing at the period of pustulation. The 
disease had been contracted in the hospital during convalescence from diph¬ 
theria. But the most important argument for this view was found in a dis¬ 
tinct dissociation observed to exist between variola and hemorrhagic strep¬ 
tococcic septicaemia, as instanced in a child affected with a discrete and very 
benign variola, developing normally; during the convalescence fatal 
hemorrhagic complications occurred as the result of the removal of the 
patient during the first period of the disease to a ward in which hemorrhagic 
cose3 of the disease were being cared for. Moreover, the hemorrhagic form 
appeared to be independent of previous vaccinations. The authors conclude 
that in variola a mixed or secondary hemorrhagic streptococcic infection 
may occur. 

A generalization of these conclusions with reference to other infectious 
diseases was offered by a case showing a hemorrhagic staphylococcic septi¬ 
caemia during the desquamative stage of scarlatina. 

Treatment of Infantile Syphilis hy Hypodermatic Injections of Mercury. 

Fedtchenko (Semaine Midicale, 1898, No. 9) has made a number of trials 
of the hypodermatic method of treating acquired or inherited syphilis in 
children, with very satisfactory results. The solution used was composed of 
fifteen centigrammes each of benzoate of mercury and chloride of sodium in 
fifteen grammes each of glycerin and distilled water. Of this two divisions 
of the ordinary Pravaz syringe, or one .milligramme of the mercurial salt, 
are given to infants of one month, three divisions to those aged two or three 
months, four to those aged from four to six months, and five to those between 
seven months and one year. With children of more than one year the 
strength of the solution is doubled, and three to six divisions of the syringe 
injected, according to age. The injection is repeated every three or four 
days. According to Fedtchenko’s observations, this treatment has always 
been well supported and has never provoked general disturbance, stomatitis, 



